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Area  in  Acres* 
Population 
Occupation  . . . 


.  ..  ...  33,906. 
. .  .  ...  6,277. 
. ..  Chiefly  Agricultural. 


Woollen  ‘  anufactures  -  at  Wellington  and  Wlveliscombe ; 
Brickyards  ...  at  Poole. 


Geology  -  Upper  part  of  New  Rea  Sand  Stone  series,  with  thin 
beds  of  clay  here  and  there. 
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MILVERTON, 


Beb.  bth,  Jl905. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  your  Council  with  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Rural  District  of  Wellington,  for  the  year 
1904. 


From  a  static tical  j  oint  of  view,  the  year  may  he  con¬ 
sidered  an  average  one,  the  Birth  Rate  arid  Death  Rate  almost 
exactly  coinciding  with  the  average  Birth  and  Death  rate  of  the 
last  ton  years. 

Our  district,  however,  is  much  too  small,  and  too  much 
dependent  on  accidental  circumstances  to  make  statistics  of 
much  value,  as  far  as  we,  ourselves,  are  personally  concerned. 

The  year  has  certainly  not  been  uneventful,  ana,as  I 
shall  presently  hope  to  show,  a  very  fair  amount  of  practical 
work  has  been  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  your  Council. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  characterised  the  year  as 
the  wettest  and  healthier t  cn  record;  I  certainly  cannot  say 
the  same  of  the  year  1904.  The  scarcity  of  rain,  or  at  any 
rate  of  heavy  rain,  has  caused  many  drains  to  become  nuisances, 
from  Y/ant  of  flushing,  and  has  probably"  had  some  hand  in  pro¬ 
ducing  epidemic  Sore  Throat,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria;  this 
class  of  disease  having  been  especially  prevalent  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Births. 

There  have  been  141  births  during  the  year,  producing 
an  annual  Birth  Rate  of  4  per  1000.  The  average  Birth  Rate 
of  the  district  for  the  last  ten  years  is  d3«9  per  1000. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  is  giving 
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us  an  Annual  Death  Rate  of  13*06  per  1000;  very  close  to  the 
ten  year  average,  which  is  13*5  per  1000. 

Infant  ortality . 

The  infant  rate  of  mortality  is  low,  only  6  children  in 
the  district  have  died  under  one*  year  of  age,  producing  an 
Infant  Death  Rate  of  56*7  per  1000  "births;  the  average  Infant 
Death  Rate  "being  76*6  per  1000  births. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

From  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  there  have  been  3 
deatho,  and  these  were  due  to  Diphtheria;  one  occurred  in  Mil 
verton  ) the  case  being  imported  from  Langford  Budviiie) ,  the 
other  two  were  at  Ueat  Buckland. 


Causes  of  Peat;-,. 

Out  of  the  62  deaths  mentioned  above,  3,  as  just  stated 
were  produced  by  diphtheria, 
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Inflammatory  diseases  of  the  chest 
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Heart  Disease. 
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Injuries. 

The  remaining  36  deaths  wore  brought  about  by  causes 
which  call  for  no  special  comment. 
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Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 


37  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  have  come  to  my 
notice  during  the  past  year,  including  those  in  the  practice 
of  my  son  and  myself;  of  these, 

15  were  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

IS  , ,  ,,  ,,  Scarlet  Fever. 

4  , ,  ,,  Erysipelas. 

Of  the  15  cases  of  Diphtheria, 

6  were  at  West  Buckiand. 

1  ,,  Wiveliscombe  (Rural), 

5  tt  »»  Langford  Budviile. 

1  ,,  Oake. 

2  ,,  ,,  Milverton. 

Of  the  Id  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

2  were  at  Langford  Budviile. 

1  , ,  Kittisford. 

2  , ,  , ,  Oake. 

2  a  t  »  Stawley. 

il  , ,  , ,  Milverton. 

The  most  of  these  cases,  which  occurred  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year,  the  disease  was  exceptionally  mild,  and  it 
is  probable  that  many  children  were  affected  with  the  disease 
without  having  medical  advice. 

The  Erysipelas  oases  were  at  Milverton,  Fitthead ,  Aah- 
brittle  and  West  Buckiand.  Diphtheria  was  prevalent  in  West 
Buckiand  during  the  early  ^art  of  the  spring.  Infection  was 
evidently  conveyed  from  one  child  to  another  at  School;  at  one 
of  my  visits  I  found  a  child  in  the  Schoolroom  with  Diphtheria. 
The  Schools  were  then  immediately  closed,  and  remained  closed 
for  some  weeks.  In  the  majority  of  instances  unsanitary  con¬ 
ditions  were  found  in  the  childrens'  homes.  Tho  Langford  Bud- 
ville  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  likewise  propagated  by  school 
children,  arid  in  this  instance,  also,  it  was  neoessary  to  clean 
the  Schools,  in  the  meanwhile  advantage  being  taken  to  improve 

somewhat  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  buildings. 
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Water  Supply. 


luring  the  past  year  ten  supplies  of  water  have  been  con¬ 
demned  by  me  as  unfit  for  dietetic  purposes,  and  measures  have 
been  adopted  in,  I  believe,  every  case,  to  remedy  the  evil. 

A  good  supply  of  wholesome  water  ha**  been  brought  by  VaJ  or 
Chapman  into  the  hamlet  of  Crcenhara,  for  the  supply  of  his 
cottages;  the  former  supply  having  been  contaminated  and  spoilt 
for  drinking  purposes. 

Your  Counoil  have  carried,  out  a  very  good  worm  at  Fitzhead, 
by  conveyin?’;  through  pipes  into  the  centre  of  the  village,  and 
fixing  a  pump  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  working 
well,  and  giving  much  satisfaction. 

The  Blaokmoor  war,er,  in  the  parish  of  West  Buckland,  an 
old  trouble,  about  which  many  inspections  have  been  made,  many 
reports  written,  and  much  discussion  held,  has  at  iast  been 
taken  in  hand  by  your  Council,  in  a  determined  and  most  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  work  is  quite  com¬ 
pleted,  but  at  any  rate  in  a  very  short  time,  the  people  of 
Blaokmoor  will  have  a  clean  and  wholesome  aujply  of  water  brought 
down  in  iron  pipes  from  the  hill,  an  abundant  Bupjly,  into 
which  no  surface  impurities  can  enter, 

A  good  ajtpply  of  water  has  also  bean  provided  for  many 
houses  in  the  lowef  part  of  Langley.  In  this  matter  I  cannot 
do  better  than  refer  to  my  Keport  to  your  Council  in  September 
last. 

"Wivelisoombe  Without  -  Vxithin  the  last  few  days  I  have 
made  another  inspection  of  Langley.  The  sanitary  condition  of 
this  hamlet  of  tt’ivsli&combs  has  greatly  improved,  and  with 
very  few  exceptions,  all  the  nuisances  which  have  been  brought 
before  the  notion  of  your  Council,  in  connection  with  the  recent 
e}  .idemic  of  Diphtheria,  hive  been  abated,  or  a  re  in  progress 
of  abatement.  Through  the  liberality  of  Mr.  Boucher,  your 
Council  hive  obtained  possession  of  a  very  valuable  spring  of 
water,  and  when  this  has  been  brought  down  in  pipes  to  the 
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cottages,  a  work  that  will  shortly  be  ac c oiTqp ii shed,  there  will 
be  at  any  rate  no  further  anxiety  as  to  the  water  supply  of 
this  part  of  the  village." 

The  Milverton  Water  Supply  gave  some  anxiety  towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  reservoir,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  cut  off  the  water  for  some  hours  during 
the  day.  I  do  not  know  the  reason  of  this  "scarcity*.  The 
reservoir  has,  however,  recovered  itself,  -and  is  now  quite  full 
of  water. 

The  water  supply  at  tfampford  has  been  improved  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  a  tank,  which  will  probably  be  of  service. 

Drainage  work  has  bean  carried  out  at  Ashbrittle  and 
Bradford. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  rain  ana  proper  flushing,  the  gas- 
house  stream,  which  conveys  much  of  the  sowage  of  Milverton, 
became  in  the  early  part  of  the  winter  most  offensive.  The 
matter  was  brought  before  your  Council,  and  a  scheme  was  decided 
upon,  which  will,  I  hope,  effectually  prevent  the  nuisance. 

The  work  is  now  in  progress. 

Dairies.  Cow  Theda,  Slaughter  houses  and  Bake  ‘louse c . 

These  have  been  visited  and  inspected  during  the  year  by 
your  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer;  it  has  not  been  necessary 
to  serve  notices  or  take  any  proceedings,  and  nothing  of  im¬ 
portance  has  been  found  to  be  amiss. 

There  are  only  12  registered  workshops  in  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict;  these  have  been  visited  by  your  Inspector. 

The  ordinary  sanitary  inspections  have  been  made  by  your 
Inspector  and  myself ,  and  all  matters  requiring  the  intervention 
of  your  Council  have  been  reported  to  you  at  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ings. 
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I  have  personally  visited  all  cases  of  infectious  disease; 


disinfectants  have  been  supplied  when  necessary;  our  means  of 
disinfection  are  lime  washing,  sulphur  fumigations  and  carbolic 
acid. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Ho  house  has  been  condemned  during  the  year,  though  there 
are  many  on  the  borderland,  and  new  houses  in  many  parishes  are 
much  needed. 

I  know  of  only  two  new  cottages  that  have  been  erected 
during  the  year,  and  these  are  at  Bradford. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  Years. 
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*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “  Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public 
institutions  there ;  and  by  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “  Public  institutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums.  A  list  of  the  Institutions  in 
respect  of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 
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Institutions  within  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 


II. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District. 


III. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in 
which  have  been  distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the  District. 


Is  tlie  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ?_ 


TABLE  II.  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1904  and  previous  years. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 

Name  of  District.  Cj  S  QfVv-» 

(See  Notes  at  Back.) 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  **  whether 

OCCURRING  IN  OR  BETOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “  Residents  ”  belonging  to 
Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or  betond  thb 
District. 

Total 
Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents 

OR  NON 

“Residents” 
in  Public 
Institutions 

IN  THE 
District. 

16 

All 

ages. 

2 

Under 

1  year. 

3 

1  and 
under 

5. 

4 

5  and 
under 
15. 

5 

15  and 
under 
25 

6 

25  and 
under 
G5 

7 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 

Croup  ... 

[Typhus 

Fever-!  Enteric 

^Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea.  (See  notes  at 
back.) 

Enteritis.  (See  notes  at 
back.) 

Puerperal  fever.  (See 
notes  at  back.) 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.) 

Other  tubercular  di¬ 
seases. 

Cancer,  malignant  di¬ 
sease.  (See  notes  at 
back.) 

Bronchitis  . . .  . 

Pneumonia  ...  J . 

Pleurisy  ...  .1 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs. 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  J 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition. 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

— 

All  other  causes 

3 

4 

4 

5/ 

/3 

4 

2* 

* 

* 

4 

<2 

/ 

' 

<2 

/ 

a 

/ 

o? 

/ 

<2 

/ 

/ 

o? 

k- 

3 

/ 

h 

/ 

■3 

/3 

% 

/ 

All  causes  ... 

u 

8  4- 

6 

i 

h 

ii 
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Notes. — (a)  In  this  Table  all  deaths  of  “  Residents  ”  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or 
without  the  district,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the  columns  for  the 
several  age  groups  (columns  2-8).  They  are  also,  in  columns  9-15,  to  be  included  among 
the  deaths  in  their  respective  “  Localities  ”  according  to  the  previous  addresses  of  the 
deceased  as  given  by  the  Registrars.  Deaths  of  “  Non-residents  ”  occurring  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  columns  2-8  and  9-15  of 
this  Table. 

(b)  See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “  Residents  ”  and  “  Non-residents,”  and  as  to  the 

“  Public  Institutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables.  The 
“  Localities”  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within  the  district,  whether  of 

“  Residents  ”  or  of  “  Non-residents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being  dealt  with  as  in  note  (a),  to 
be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  this  Table.  The  total  number  in  this  column  should 
equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in  column  9,  Table  I. 

( d )  The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “  Localities  ”  in  columns  9-15  of  this  Table  should  equal 

those  for  the  year  in  the  same  localities  in  Table  II.,  sub-columns  c.  The  total  deaths  at 
all  ages  in  column  2  of  this  Table  should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and  the 
figures  for  the  year  in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

(e)  Under  the  heading  of  “  Diarrhoea  ”  are  to  be  included  deaths  certified  as  from  diarrhoea, 

alone  or  in  combination  with  some  other  cause  of  ill-defined  nature  ;  and  also  deaths 
certified  as  from 

Epidemic  enteritis ; 

Zymotic  enteritis; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea ; 

Dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea  ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras 
(in  the  absence  of  Asiatic  cholera). 

-  Under  the  heading  of  “Enteritis”  are  to  be  included  those  certified  as  from  Gastro¬ 
enteritis,  Mueo-enteritis,  and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless  from  information  obtained  by  enquiry 
from  the  certifying  practitioner  or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  have 
reason  for  including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the  specific  term 
“  Diarrhoea.”  Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  well-defined  disease  should 
be  included  under  the  latter. 

Under  the  headings  of  “Cancer”  and  “Puerperal  fever”  should  be  included  all 
registered  deaths  from  causes  comprised  within  these  general  terms. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  L,  II.,  III.  and  IV.,  attention  has  been 
en  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


lome  Office,  iff 

December, 


*  e.g.,  Metropolitan 
Borough, 

County  Borough, 
Borough, 

Urban  District, 
Rural  District. 


1901. 

This  Table  is  enclosed,  by  request  ol‘  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  guidance  and  convenience  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  preparing  that  part  of  their  Annual  Report  which  relates  to  factories, 
workshops,  workplaces  and  home  work.  It  is  not  intended  to  supersede  the  fuller  statement  which 
is  desirable  in  the  text  of  the  Report,  but  to  provide  for  uniformity  in  the  presentation  of  such 
particulars  as  lend  themselves  to  statistical  treatment. — A  Memorandum  on  the  Duties  of  Local 
Authorities  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  is  also  enclosed. 

Further  copies  can  be  supplied  on  application  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories,  Home  Office, 
London,  S.W. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1904 ,  for 
the*  ab%~i>'tfLx.<LJr  of 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 


Premises. 


Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces . 

Homeworkers’  Premises 
Total 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector. 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 
Want  of  cleanliness  . 

Want  of  Ventilation  . . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . 

Other  nuisances .  . 


f  insufficient  . 

fSanitary  accommodations  ■!  unsuitable  or  defective 

pnot  separate  for  sexes... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (S.  101) 


Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses  (SS.  97 
to  100). 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107)  . 


Giving  out  work  to  be  done  in  j  lmwh°lesnme  (®-  108)... 

premises  which  are  )  infected  (S.  110)  . 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises  infected  by 
scarlet  fever  or  smallpox  (8.  109). 

Other  offences  . 


Total 


♦ 


*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
t  For  districts  not  in  London  state  here  whether  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been 
adopted  by  the  District  Council ;  and  if  so  what  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  accommodation  for 
persons  employed  in  factories  and  workshops  has  been  enforced. 
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3— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  tbe  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133)  . 

fr 

!  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  \ 
as  remediable  under  tbe  Public  Health  Acts.  butl  .  , 

not  under  the  Factory  Act  (S.  5)  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 

(  H.M.  Inspectors. 


Other  . 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101) 
In  use  during  1903 


i  in  1903 


Certificates  granted  < 


in  1901 


In  use  at  the  end  of  1904... 

Homework  : — 

Lists  of  Outworkers*  (S.  107) 
Lists  received . 

Addresses  of  outworkers 


Number  of 


forwarded  to  other  Authorities  .. 


“1 


received  from  other  Authorities 


Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises  (S.  108)  .. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises 
Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (S.  110)... 


Lists. 


Outworkers. 


Wearing 
Apparel  ; 


Other. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904. 


/a 
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Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


lL 


*  The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  year’s  figures  required  in  the  Table  are  then  obtained  by  adding 
together  the  two  half-yearly  totals. 


